Sheila E. Murphy

THE VISIT HOME

This Christmas I'm bringing home a translator.
I need an ambassador, but cannot afford one.
Besides, my family won't admit that I'm
a separate country.
even when they see a map of me on TV news.
Last year when I tried to tell about my life
someone dabbed white-out on my tongue.
This year if they listen well, they could learn
to know me.
If they listen poorly, they'll disown me.
If they interrupt, I'm moving to Australia.
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